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are subject to dozens of injunctions. Exhibit 22; Little Sisters’ Br. 
49.  
 
California also rejected the argument, made by the States below, 
see Dkt. 91-2 at 22, that the regulations violate section 1554 of the 
Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. § 18114), holding that the 
government’s “decision to fund childbirth but not abortion” under 
Title X creates a “governmental obstacle” to abortion. Exhibit 21.   

 
The section 1554 argument is even weaker here. If the 
government does not create an unreasonable barrier or impede 
timely access to medical care by declining to fund services itself, 
then a fortiori it does not violate that statute when it declines to 
force others to fund those services, as the States have argued.  

 
Finally, California held that the federal government would suffer 
irreparable harm if it is “forced” to implement a status quo that 
“it has concluded violates the law,” outweighing even undisputed 
“financial costs” to the plaintiffs. Exhibit 24, 25. Here, the 
agencies have concluded that the prior version of the mandate 
“violates . . . RFRA.” 82 Fed. Reg. 47,792, 47,800 (Oct. 13, 2017). 
The district court’s attempt to impose the same status quo on the 
agencies should be swiftly reversed. 
 

Sincerely,  
Word count: 349 

/s/ Mark L. Rienzi              
Mark L. Rienzi  
Eric C. Rassbach  
Lori H. Windham  
Diana M. Verm  
Chris Pagliarella 
The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty 
1200 New Hampshire Ave. NW  
Suite 700 
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Washington, DC 20036 
Telephone: (202) 955-0095 
Facsimile: (202) 955-0090 
mrienzi@becketlaw.org 

Counsel for Defendant-Intervenor-
Appellant 
Little Sisters of the Poor 
Saints Peter and Paul Home 
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/s/ Mark L. Rienzi             
 Mark L. Rienzi 
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Little Sisters of the Poor Saints Peter 
and Paul Home 
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